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Australia is ‘greening’

• Since 2015 >$100 million 
spent

• Plans to make cities 20% 
greener by 2020

• Double the urban-tree 
canopy by 2050



• Predominant focus on 
the benefits

• Overlooking potential 
harms?

• What are residents’ 
perceptions of greening 
and the encouragement 
of non-human species?

Changes to urban habitat



• Inequities

• Ecosystem disservices
(Lyytimäki et al. 2008)

• Biophobia (Ulrich 1993)

• Human-wildlife conflicts
(Lorimer et al. 2015; Soulsbury
& White 2015)

Potential harms



How do residents’ respond to urban greening 
transformations and what are their perceptions, 
hopes and fears?

Case study: 
Upper Stony 
Creek waterway 
transformation



A low socio-
economic area 

West of 
Melbourne,

little existing 
greenspace

Lloyd Reserve

Stony Creek

Transformation 

Site

Upper Stony Creek, Sunshine North



2017: 20 semi-structured interviews with 23 residents

Our research

We're very grateful … [it] feels like 
Christmas [laughs]. Yeah, I don't 

know why they chose us… Perhaps 
we were very needy … of more 
green space, but I think it's a 

wonderful thing.

Scott



Dog Walking

Walking Past 

Motor Bike Riding

Children Playing

A Shortcut Route To Station

Uses and activities

“I'll go for a walk with the 
dog by myself… and what 
that means is I can take 

the dog off the leash 
‘cause there's no one else 

around. 

Gordon



Findings Stony Creek: Positive feelings

Vegetation, 
Trees And 

Landscaping 
The Sense Of 

Privacy And Being 
Surrounded 

Positive perceptions of the site



Negative perceptions

…Until this project came 
along, I didn't even know 

it was called the Stony 
Creek…it was a drain. 

I never walked along the 
drain, I'd never had 

anything to do with the 
drain. It's just a plain, 

old, ugly drain

Alison
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Poor maintenance

Litter Problems

Low accessibility 

Feelings of lack of 
safety

Unattractiveness

Vacancy

Pollution



Hopes for the transformation

I think it's going to be a 
100% plus … It's going 
to transform the area. 

… [at] the moment, 
there's not really a lot 

of green space…

I reckon in five 
years… when the 

trees get more 
established … 

you'll get a 
bigger range of 

wildlife.

Fred Adrianna



Perceptions of non-native wildlife

Native animals and plants 
preferred

I'm not happy about 
introduced species… 

there's a lot of 
pigeons... Too many in 
my opinion. Don't like 

pigeons, they poo 
everywhere.

Harmony



Perceptions of non-native wildlife

Mate, they're the rats of 
the sky." I said, "Those 

are worst birds ever!" … 
Magpies and the native 

birds and all that… 
they're all fine. 

Gordon



Perceptions of non-native wildlife

But not all non-native species 
disliked…

We've got … a little nest 
of Blackbirds…and there 

are people 
in the area with cats who 
don't keep [them] indoors

Pam



Fears of native wildlife

And not all native species 
liked…

Photographer: Stephen Mahony © Stephen Mahony
https://australianmuseum.net.au/tiger-snake

I don’t particularly like 
spiders or snakes, but 
they’ve all got their 

place

Alison

https://australianmuseum.net.au/tiger-snake
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Positive perceptions of native wildlife

Differences between types of 
species….

Blue Tongue lizards eat tiny 
[baby] snakes. We've got a 

couple of Blue Tongues 
there to protect us. As well 

as snails, they eat 
mosquitoes and insects

Alistair



Nuanced ways of understanding local, 
everyday encounters needed

Because even things that 
are harmful for a human 
being …I appreciate their 

importance. I don't go 
and kill a snake because 

it can kill me. 

Scott

Implications for urban greening



Perceptions of wildlife place-dependent,

Consultation crucial

Implications for urban greening

… two of the original 
reasons, mosquitos and 
snakes, [the basis for] a 

petition from the 
residents here, had 

been long forgotten. 

Alistair



Concluding points

There is a need to better understand 
potential ecosystem ‘disservices’ 

from greening

Any transformation will potentially have 
unpredictable outcomes that may 

reduce the potential for health and 
wellbeing benefits
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